Mekong Gender and Trade workshop

.

ahd T rade Workshop Expectations:
0b J'eorive One: £ xamine impact of trade liberdlization in
Mekong countries with a 3ender emphasis

A

= 1:'.’4
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Expectatiobs:

® Understanding the concept ahd definition of trade
liberalization in Mekong countries with a gender
emphasis

® To understand similarities and differences between
countries more ahd less advanced in the trade
liberdlization process

® What, specifically, are the procedvres by which the
policies are created, set—vp, passed, etc.

® To have a summary of the most recent information
about the sitvation in the Mekong countries to be
able 1o have a clear Pic‘f'ul’e/ ink of the impact
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Determine ways/means how the people in these
countries are coping and the critical roles that qovt.,
NG0s, the private sector and others are playing

Use a lot of case studies and field research as basis
to better understand what the impacts ahd what
the causes are.

Impact of trade liberalization on vrban vs. rural, and

on different industries, such as agricutture,
Vnal’lufac'rul’ihj, ete.

Ob jective Two — Unders-randin_c] how the nhew internhational
economic order is aff ecting +hird world countrieski3 ability
to develop

E xpectations;

What is the characteristic of hew internhational
economic order?

To become aware of the extent that the new
international economic order has affected other
countries, with ah emphasis on women,

To get more information and ideas on the
international economic order

Sustainable deveIoPmen-r versus hon—svstainable
developiment

How to empower +hird world countries to develoF in
a SustTainable way
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ob jective Three: £ Xainining the links between the IMF/WE
policies and prescriptions; the WT0 rules and regulations,
and the strugqle to iaintain sovereignty for nation states.

Ex pectations:

What are the links between the IMF/WE policies?
What are the IMF/WE policies and prescriptions?
What are the WTO rules and regqulations?

Learning more about how to struggle against IMF/WE
policies and make the policies benefit the poor

£ xainining possible forms of or gafization and alternative
policies that may faciitate the poor in resisting the
impacts of the new international economic order.
Learn more advocacy tools and methodologes that
could be employed

Increase skills at analyzin3 IMF/WB and WTO policies
ahd prescriptions

Pevelop proposals for action/recommendation

Learn about ob Jec-rives of IMF/WTO versus ob Jec-rives
of 3 world countries in mqm'fail'lihj their sovereijn-ry

OTHER Expectations:

For vs participants to establish and continve with
our Iinkaje even after the workshoPs

To have a direc-rory of participants complete with
contact addresses
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Discussion:

Observation 1: The economic Srow-rh of a country ahd

+he PeoPle’s wealth and incomes are not directly related.

® Historically, economic development of a country is
often achieved through the exploitation of woimen.
T herefore, it is important to consider the role of
women when evalvating the economic growth of a
hatioh, The following, provided by participants,
are examples of economic problems in various
countries:

o Vietham: In central highlands of Vietnam, there has
been massive expansion of the coffee industry, but
at the same time there is also massive poverty.
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This poverty was exacerbated by the coffee crash,
which cavsed the price of coffee to drop
draVnaTicall)/.

® Austrdlia: in Auvstralia, economic growth is higher
thah ever, but Austrdians are being told they
canhot have things they used to have, lke free
vhiversity edvcation. The distribution of the wealth
i5 what is at issve.

o (hina: China has 7-8% growth a year, but farmers’
income in rural areas cah’t cover prodvction costs
for next year b/c agricvltvral input prices are so
high. Plus, local officials demand “taxes” (sometimes
bribes). And, China has redvced its commitment +o
public edvcation, so famiies must pay for that as
well.

® Us: The United States has the 3“ tighest PP in
the world (After Luxembourg), but over 16% of
the population lives below the poverty line.

® Pangladesh: Micro—credit systems adopted by many
countries, Orijiha'red in Ea"ﬂladCSh (Frameen Bank).
T he banhk gves ouvt sinall loans to poor women at
8% interest per month, (T hat’s about 76% a year)
Some women have fled the country because they
couldn’t pay back the loans. ¢rameen Bank is how
the wmost cash—rich bank in Pangladesh. This is
wealth that has been buitt on the backs of poor
woimen,
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o Argentina: Argentina prodvces twice as much food
as it needs to feed its people, but people are
starving because Argentina exports its food

T he misleadin3 vse of (ross Pomestic Prodvet (FPP) as an
indicator of the wealth of a country:

o Lconomic growth is measvred by ¢PP. PP doesn’t
really measure well being of the population, It doesn't
Mmeasure quality of eduvcation, nor does it include the
exploitation of hatural resouvrces, even when that
action resvlts in a loss of income for the local
popvlation,

® The rate of poor people is increasing even when
FOF is increasing.

June 23 30 2003 Phnom penh Cambodia WAC ohk

33




Mekong Gender and Trade workshop

T he

Even when a country is experiencing economic growth,
as measvred by VP, much of the increase in growth
is going to pay of loans,

Must look at how economic growth affects the
cevltvral ahd social fabric of a countr Y- If there

aren’t policies to bring the benefits of growth to
people who are poor, especially women, growth cah
hegatively impact culture and society.

An example of places with small (PP that have low
infant mortadiity, high literacy, excellent health care,
and other positive social benefits: Cuba, Karela (in
India)

exainple of T haland best illustrates this point

® In easterh Thaland, the regon is being targeted
for  development,  primarily  for  Eucalyptus
Plahtations. Certain poor areas are targeted to
promote growth, but the benefits qo to fanmilies
ahd companies ouvtside of that area or country.
The people who actually lved there have been
driven off their land. Pavghters of famiies in this
regon have left for Bahgkok to work as household
servahts or to become sex workers,

Observation 2: FPoverty is hot a haturadl Fhenomenon.
Poverty is the result of inequality ahd lack of wealth
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distribution. (Wealth includes access to critical services,
such as competent hedlth care.)

Causes of Pover-ry:

Ineguality ahd lack of wealth is ohe cavse.
Another cause is lack of edvcation, which
prevents people from moving into E3higheri3
socio—economic brackets

Lack of access 1o basic social services (health
care, edvcation, legal services, etc.), but this is
also a form of ineaZUaIi-ry.

Natural disasters canh cavse poverty, sometimes
massive poverty. But, on other hand, some
hatvral disasters are cavsed or exacerbated by
hon—nhatural elements (logging, developiment, etc.).
Also, natural disasters are a regqular part of
human life. As a result, most societies are
capable of preparing for such disasters, such as
setting aside savings to have funds in times of
crisis, 5o, the fact that communities canf3t
rebound after a hatural disaster suqgests that
there is something else qoing on.

June 23 30 2003 Phnom penh Cambodia WAC ohk

33




Mekong Gender and Trade workshop

o OwE GLO&P\L EYSTEM ¢
I e B (A u\f\ﬂo
RCE b . Db Ir‘ﬁ‘m s M

CAN*% Ay

[ [TELLECTUAL-

Propermi RIBFTS

Examples:

® The issve of HIV/AIVS oh a gobal scale is also ah
exainple of inequality. In wealthy countries, AIDS
is mostly vunder control. And, those who are
infected can vsvally access medicine and healthy
diets. But in countries like Cambodia, the AIDS
epidemic is out of control and residents of
Cambodia cahnot access health care and drugs to
keep them dive. Pls, global trade agreements lke
TRIPPS prevent poor countties from producing
generic druas that are more affordable.

e African cottoh farmers are beina f ihahcially rvined
by the high cotton subsidies in western countries,
which keep their prices below the market cost.
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® In Lijang, Chiha, farmers are being forced off their
lahd into vrban areas as patt of a “modernization”
drive. As a result, the qovernment doesn’t have
to subsidize the farmers anymore because,
theoretically, they wil find jobs in the vrbah areas.
But, there are no jobs. And once they've been
forced off their land, the farmers no longer have
ahty bar ﬂaiﬂiﬂg power.

The common theme in these examples is the lack of
control and lack of power Ieadinj to poverty.

However, solidari-ry among people cah help prevent poverty,
when they work together to find solutions.

® For example, in Potswaha, 47% of the population
lives under the poverty line. But this is larqely cavsed
by the AIDs crisis. Despite this crisis, people in
Botswaha stil believe in government because govt. in
Potswaha works for its people. For example, the
qovt. SPends lots of its bud get on trying to solve
the AIDS crisis.

Observation 3. It is not possible for the underdeveloped
countries to repeat the experience of developiment of the

“weal‘rhy" hations.

o It might be possible, under different policies, but how?
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e It’s not impossible, but we wmust learn from other
countries. We also need to focus on creating 3ood
jobs, like technology jobs, not just cheap labour.
However, Increasingly, technology transfer is very
difficutt. TRIPPS wakes it harder to get qood
Technolojy jobs.

® We need to relate this back to guestions ohe and
two. If lack of headlth care, lack of access to
edvcation, etc., are the cavse of and lead 1o an
increase of poverty, then maybe this is what we need
to focus on to create gqood development.

® In what context should we conceive of development?
The world nhow is very different than 100 years aqo
and different in different countries. For example, the
World Bank and IMF tels Vietham that it should try
to be wmore like Singapore, but Singapore is ah island
with a very different ecohomy, qoverhiment, resovrces,
culture and society. Pevelopment needs to be
tailored to the individval needs of each country. This
is onhe of the biq problems with using international
developiment “consultants”. Maybe they’ve worked in
one country, but they know nothing about another
country. Then, they go to that new country and
try to make policy without Kknowing anything about
the sitvation of that specific country.

® Western countries achieved development by doinj +he
opposite of what deveIoPinj countries are being +old
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to do. For example, Britain and United States fiercely
protected their local economies by imposing tariffs,
etc. Furthermore, when the Engish textile industry
was at its height, it also controlled other markets,
ke India, by invading them miitariy.

® Currently, jasimine rice in T hailand is now being grown in
America. TRIPPS cah be vused to protect rice in
T hailand. But, the patent law that is the problem
to begin with is a part of FATT. Th003h TRIPFPSs
covld be used to help fight aqainst absurd patent
claims, the better soltion would be to qet rid of
the patent agreements in GATT, because the
procedvre of litigating the claims takes anh excessively
long period of time and the decision is left vp to the
WTO dispute court.

® On the guestion of patents, communal Knowledge within
a country that has been around for thousands of
years should not be able to be Fa'l'eh'f'ed.
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QUESTION: Does the WTO serve ecZUally as a forum for
poor countries equally as it serves rich countries’
business interests?

® What is the WTO0 system? On ohe hand, WTO
creates a system that is stacked against the
poor and in favour of the rich. But, on the other

hand, within that system, it’s trve that poor
countries cah sometimes vse The rules in Their
favour 1o wih cases.

® What is WT0? It is a set of rules prohibiting
trade restrictions, restrictions on investiment,
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prohibiting restrictions on the amount of imports.
As a result, poor countries aren’t able to develop
their own industries becavse they can't acquire the
income hecessary to develop high—tech industry
becavse they cahnot tax imports. Also, rich
countries also  prodvce  agficultural  products,
lowering the price of gqoods on the market,
resulting in a loss of income for the already
economically depressed hations.

o Viethaim: There is the example of Vietnam’s cotton,
corh and soybeah industries. Once the U.5. products
come into Vietham vnder the recent bilateral
agreements,  Vietham’s  prodvetion of  these
prodvcts wil likely be destroyed.

e (China: One of the maih reasons that China wanted
to open its markets was to acquire technology
transfers. But U.5. and other western countries
keep very tight control over their Research and
Vevelopment  of  technology and  prevent its
transfer to other countries. The irony is that
mahy of the people developing technology in the U.5.
are actvally immigrants from Eastern, South,
Sovth—Eastern Asian countries.

® The arqument was contended that WTO can be a
good thing for poor countries, if you cah Manhage it
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well. It canh bring in produvcts lke moto—bikes, tvs,
etc.

® Counter—arqument is that under WTO rules, you are
hot dllowed to control or mahage the system. In
addition, most people won't be able to buy those
prodvcts even withovt the additional cost of
tariffs. Furthermore, if they don’t have money to
buy food, how will they have money to buy
prodvcts ke TVs and moto—bikes?

® Cambodia: In Cambodia, if you look at people in the
city, mahy have TV’s, and other lxury items, but
people in the rural areas don’t. They don’t have
the money to buy these things. They have to try
to earh money to eat and support their families.

® (larification: It is not that trade and imports
are bad. Imports are often qood. However, the
guestion is whether sovereign nations have the right
to protect their country’s industries.

® Cambodia is rich in natural resovrces. But these
resovrces are being auctioned off to private
compahies by the qovernment at the urging of the
Asian Development Bank, the IMF and World Bank.
As a result, vilagers ho longer have access to fishing
and other communal resources. Private compahies
then extract resources, like fish, and local people

cah’t survive.
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® In another example, Cambodia has started to
import timber, which is makes it impossible for
vilagers to be able to sel their wood and at the
same time, Cambodia has auctioned off lar 9e
sections of forest to private compahies for logging,
redveing the price of wood and driving the vilagers
out of business,

e When discussin_c, with the IMF aond the WB the
benefits of “Free Trade”, they gve you the alure
of the moto—bikes and technology coming into the

country, but they don’t tel people about the
sacrifices that Cambodiah people wil have to make.

o (hina’s experience has stirred a biq debate about
whether WTO membership wil actvally increase
employment or whether it will increase
vhemployiment,

e An example of this is when a Multi—Nationad
Corporation came to China and bought the rights
to a humber of wel—known Chinese brands. T hey
then stopped vuse of these brands and only
promoted their own brands.
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Observation 4. Trade does not avtomatically benefit both
sides.

° COMFaraTive achmTaje exaimple: £ hﬂlahd ahd
Portugal and their production of grain and wine,
England wil prodvce grain because it does that
better than wine, but when the wmarket is at
capacity for grain, it wil stil Produae wine in ah
attempt to make greater profits, regardiess of
the fact that Portugal is better at producing
wihe, This shows that the theoretical framework
of the policies advanced by the WT0, WB and IMF
are hot gquite as simple as they would have the
world believe.
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® The Phiippines: United States compaties sell chicken
leg at below cost dve to strong subsidies
(Pumpinj). As a result, the chicken Iej indus-rry has
been destroyed in the Philippines.

® On the other hand, this is an “opportunity” to sell
chicken breast to the U.5. But the problem with
this is that when compahies entice small farmers to
produce chicken, leaving behind what they knew well,
the companies then gve small farmers start—vp
costs, but in exchange, farmers must buy from the
compahy. As a result, these farmers are how
deeply in debt.

® Qudiity control stahdards and food regulations in

the western world have a hegative impact on food
exports of develoFinj countries.

Observation 5. Export oriented growth benefits only a
simall minority.

® Are imports a nhecessary part of being able to
export? We heed to export, but it’s a guestion
of what we export. Now we are exporting
prodvcts and in amounts that other countries and
IMFMWE tel vs to export. We need to have
control over our own economies, We need To
prodvce diverse crops, for example, so that we
cah export some crops and eat some crops. If
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we only grow and export one or two cash crops,
Then we are very vuinerable to economic crashes in
those markets.

o Vietnamese shrinp Market: We need long term,
sustaihable Plahhing in our economic, trade policies,
Otherwise, we don’t mahage our resources well, and
vse vp a resource in ohe geheration, such as over—
fishing of shrimp.

o fvery country wants to export wmore than it
imports. 5o, someohe has to lose in this system.
For example, the market for imports needs low
prices for production, but stil needs to be good
qudlity, according to policies of other countries.
An export—oriented economy only benefits a few
countries, while hurting nahy others.
Imports/exports aren't bad, but right now the
system is inherently unfair.

e Sindll Froducers in the ajricul-rural sector lose out
becavse they can’t provide the high produvctivity
reguired by this economic system,

e In this system, capital and WIaohiHel"y and
technology moves across borders very rapidly. The

only thing that doesn’t imove quickly is labour.
Maybe we should seek ways to export wel—trained,
highly—skilled labour.
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When developing countries are forced to eliminate
their trade bartriers to other countries’ imports,
they must, as a result, increase their exports to
compensate. As a result, crops that would stay
in the country to feed people, are exported to
other countries.

Viethamese pepper exports: Vietham has difficulties
with expor-rinj because it is hot a member of tThe
Pepper—/?roducinj trade association.

African Wigration: Health professionals from poorer
African countries are migrating to richer African
countries to work for private clincs there. As a
resvlt, there is a ‘“brain drain” of hedlth
professionals in  some African countries, which
severely curtails health care services.

We also need to tThink about the environmental cost
of increased exports. Right now, these costs

aren’t included in the calculation,
it
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The Effect on Women. Women are particularly
affected by the impact of export policies. For
example, in Rattankiri, women in ah ethnic minority
group were having trouble with production. Women
are the main workers. If the forests are sold
without their knowledge, they have to qo elsewhere
to collect food, often doubling the time involved.

In addition, women are the wmain contributors of
work in the household, everything from fishing, to
housework, to collecting food, ete.

There exist manhy problems with EFPZs (Export
Processing Zohes) ahd there must be wmore
research on the sexval, physical and psychological
effects of this work on women,

In China, for example, women workers all have to
ive in a female dormitory. Married women and
women with partners must qo somewhere else to
be with their partners. On their return, gangsters
often rape and brutalize women,

Women are increasingly engaged in seasohal mmigration,
including older women, such as women in their 50s,
At the same time, their husbands are also migrating,
looking for work. When husbands leave to look for
work, they usvally stay away longer. And as the
statistics show, when they return, they often
infect their wives with HIV.
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Field Trip— Initial Observations:

Things are qetting harder for the vilagers, not one
interviewee has said that it is getting easier.

(roup loahs cah create friction or vpset relationships
in the vilage. Credit disenfranchises people as they are
poor, lose face and stop participating in commnity
activities,

Importance of labouring to earn money. For example,
a household headed by a womah needs to hire labour
to do ahything. Therefore, the sitvation for women
is harder as they need to hire mdle labour.

Health conditions are very poor

Water is expensive

No electricity in the village, with the exception of
vsing car batteries.

Transport is limited to using bicycles ahd some motos,
as well as a larqe humber of ponies, mvles and horses
for movement of qoods,

No social prograims

No subsidies

No networks of support systems

The activities of credit groups in vilages are
disheartening. They hever have a group meeting and
vsvally only one member qoes to nake payments.
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Loans nego-ria-red and credit approval through the
vilage chief. The chief is co—opted by the
or gafisation to work for them,

® Education is expensive. FPay every Monday for the
examinations, Collision between the state uvnable to pay
a lving wage, and teachers forced to work as
ptivate tutors most of the time. The poor then
cahhot access full edvcation and are denied access to
the monetary wealth because they lack the regquisite
edvcation, so they return to their fields ahd try to
survive,

® Income from the seling of labour is decreasing, and
there is a heed to travel to perform harvesting. In
addition, there has been anh increase in the number of
people in the labour market, so wages paid have
become lower. A relevant example is that of
plovghing.  The payment vsed to be 10,000R for
morhing Plou_c]hin_c,, how it is only 7,000R per moring,
TraHSPlaﬂTihj was 2,000R, nhow it is 3,500k a da)’.
People who have a machine cah plough faster and
people prefer the faster ploughing. Moreover, seling
labour is possible only for a month or so a year.

® People in the vilage used 1o have land in the Kahdal
province, ah average of aHa. The qovernment wanted
to redistribute the land to people in Kandal, not in
this vilage. Fovernment accused people of getting
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land without their approval, and therefore they had
the right to take it and gve it away.

e Why do the majority of people have ho land? Either
hever had or have lost over time. Check the type
of land that people have (where) and if people loan,
mortqage or rent land.

® Ask interviewees about who is the member of the
credit gqroup? Answer was hormally the household
head. If the husband is around and the wife only
participates in the group under the husband’s haime.
Only ahomaly is if the husband has been away for a
long time, then the woman’s hame cah qo oh the list
of l?ar'f‘ici/?al’ITS.

® Look at diersity within the cateqory of Female HH;
with or without children, land, etc.

® Health centre, 8 staff, 6 male, & female. Fovernment,
small issves, pays all males only. Women are not paid
by government, but receve daily income from the
health centre fees. Frices at the front. In 1778
clinic oPened. In this district only & vilages like this
with free/subsidised health service (district has 85
vilages in 11 communes).

® (overnment provided 20 condoms per famiy per
month,

® Roof repairs anhd house repairs, cah be expensive and
people cah buy second hand. If close to the election,
there may be ah incentive to buy new,
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If looking at prices increasing, find out what prices.
Migration is issve for all. Al famiies have had
permanent or semi—regular mijra-rion.

Lack of social support or Mass orgahisations. But

qood friends and neighbours are important, as it can
be a channel for support. Also gves out credit and
hever gets money back or barter exchange for rice.

Exchanging 3oods for rice can sometimes be a better
option. At times, if gven money, the husband uses it
to buy rice wine and wil get drunk and freguently
beat his wife.

Pig raising, which is distinct from owhing, cah garner
profits when the piq is eventually sold by the owner.

Tontine is a qood local way of orgahising a credit
group.

soldier demobilisation results in men without useful skils
Iookin_c, for work. Wants to start a carpentry
business but there exists no reasonable credit.
Natural resources are hard to gqet becavse of the
increasing selling off of natural resovrces by the
qovernment to private corporations, which then limit
access to. They also strip the land of resources,
destroying the environment.
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@18 _0min
—

Q o
i f75 3 RIS

F ield-rrip 5a-rurday Debrief Notes:

® Lack of opportunities from web — example of sellinj
sugar palin tree for 8,000R and the people who cah

afford to buy and cut and sell cah ‘Maintain power
over vs [the poord’.

® Example of a womah who is not on the list for relief,
and that the vilage chief is not putting them on the
list, perhaps dve to their Chinese ancestry? 56
years old, eldest in the family, family provides
support for only boys and men. Very common that
if the famiies have income they wil svpport the boys
to qo to school. She was making paln thatch and
has been makin3 for the past 5 years. FPeople in her
vilage how prefer to purchase modern materials, and
she has no money to get transportion to other
vilages 1o sell her Tha'rchihj.
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e Very common comment was that there are very few
jobs that can be done, therefore lots and lots of
people are trying to do the same things, oversupply
of gqoods, less market per vendor. Less returns and
wages are lower as the market is oversuppled with
labour.

® Pasic living conditions: Electricity People do hot have
Ii_c,h-r at nijh-r and have virtvally ho electricity outside
of car batteries. For water, people are reguired
to buy water from the wealthy people who own the
pump since the water was privatized.

® Lack of social programs from the qovernment to
support the poor. The women in different
households lack capital ahd technical skills. Mcmy are
in bad lving conditions and lack any assets to improve
their lives,

o  [iscrimination aqaist women is frequent as shown
through the favouritism of Frovidinj edvcation for
boys when the family doesn’t have enoush money for
all chidren,

o The few families that have assets are able to
take advahtage of most fainies who have no assets

® (One woman sold all their property to buy 300
ducks, but the business eventvdlly flopped. They also
lost their investment in the ducks. Right now they
are hot in debt, but they have nothing. The famiy is
right on the edqe of destitution and will go over the
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edge if there were a crisis. This woiman borrows rice
from the shop owner. Her husband is an electrician.
If the family catnot pay back the rice, the shop
owher has a choice to receive free services from the
husband as compensation.

e A geheral lack of information

® Lack of access 1o health care and lots of
malnvtrition. Also, the team saw several adults with

oitres. but they weren’t+ receiving treatment.
3 , Y 9

® One woimah kicked her husband out of the house 20
years aqo because he was gainbling. She had three
davghters, all of whom went to work in the garment
factories. Two are stil there, but ohe came back
to the vilage and qot married. Pespite having three
wonderful grls who help their family, this mother

® In the last 3—5 years, we've seen the beginnings of
a chanje in attitvde towards 3ir Is, in lar 9e part
because of the garment industry. Frequently, grls are
supporting their famiies. Those famiies with & or 3
gls in the gariment factories often start of improve
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their living  sitvations. T his often results in families
increasing their respect for grls becavse they send
money back regularly, whie the boys don not. Yet,
at the same time, g Is are still heavily S'Tij”’la'ﬁzed ,
ahd don’t have much of a life themselves. T hailand is
ahother example of globdlization being built on the
backs of women. Firls in school often said they
wanted to be prostitutes because that was the only
way The)/ Saw To he|/7 their families.

® One estimate is that 40% of Thalland’s PP is
from the sex industry (including hotels, tourism built
10 cater to the sex industry)

® Question: to what do people attribute changes,
for better or worse, in their lives?

®  Question: can we assess the Ionj—-rerm impact of
economic ahd social c.hanjes?

®  One observation: Among the poor, there seems to
be a lack of thinking about the future. For example,
when asked about the reason for the recent decline
of fish in the river, people did not know why.
People focus exclusively on surviving day—to—day, and
do not have the luxury of planning for the future.

® 0n coping mechahisms: womeh, for example, accept
jobs they can get, no matter how dangerous,
becavse they need to support their famiies. One
women who was interviewed, worked in the rice paddy

June 23 30 2003 Phnom penh Cambodia WAC ohk

33




Mekong Gender and Trade workshop

fields during the flooding seasons, which is far more
dangerous, as people canh be swept away.

® 0n conflict: not that many examples, but one
example: a couple had just married in their 40’s and
in the woman’s case, she had been raped by the
vilage chief. When she protested, she qot a sack of
rice as compensation. (Also, he was sacked as the
village chief.) What she said about violence and
poverty, “At that time, I was very poor. My house
was oh the ground (not on stits), so it was insecure
ahd easy to enter. Also, being very poor, she was
discriminated against. This woman pretty clearly
vnderstood that her poverty was comnected to her
vulnerabiiity and to violence against her.”

® It was difficult to ask direct, sensitive, personal
questiohs. Put, the overadll impression was that women
are valved for the usefulness of their labour, but not
for anything else.

e Also, birth control seemed to be exclusively the
responsibiity of the women. One woman who was
interviewed was trained as a nurse. She makes some
money by qving injections and chargng a cheaper rate
thah the health clinc. Unclear was whether her
business was mostly made vp of women seeking birth
control.

® We asked women if they had ahy aspirations in
their lives, things they wanted to change. Though
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most women just shook their heads, mahy becaine
very emotional and started to cry. It was too
painful 1o have dreams becavse they feel it is not
possible 1o achieve them. Some women said that
they just wanted to have enough money to feed
their families.

® Another womanh said that she was having trouble
seling her cakes. But she understood that it was
because her customers were becoming poorer. She had
to sell more cakes on credit.

e Ao, some markets just disappear completely as a
result of development. For example, the woman who
sold thatch for roofs cah’t make a living ahy more
because the demand is now for tie or concrete roofs.

® There are different levels of understanding. Most
vilagers don’t relate their problems to IMF. But
mahy villagers do connect their problems to increasing
gaps between rich and poor. For example, many
familes who were interviewed explained that they
avoided using micro—credit at all costs becavse they
Knew they would hever be able to pay it back.

® One womah who was interviewed was very aware of
the long—term effect of fertiizer. At first you have
higher yields, but eventually you are completely
dependent on using fertiizer to have any yield at al,
so she completely avoids it.
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Famiies are definitely aware of the dangers that
exist, but often feel they have no choice. Ohe woiman
explained that her husband broke his leg workin_:, as a
moto—taxi driver in Phnom Penh. However, before her
husband left for Phnom Penh, she talked to him
about HIV/AIDS and the need to be faithful and vse
conhdoms,

Ohe enormovus chan_c]e is that mahy families have
stopped f orcing their danh'f‘CI’S to get married
becavse they are afraid of HIV/AIDS.

The physiciah at the health clinic said that he knew
of a few people who were HIV positive, but they
hever caime to the cliic to get help. Those people
he knew of generdlly kept quiet about their HIV
stTatus,

ACLEDA: One family borrowed from ACLEDA ot 4%
per month, Because she could not pay back ACLEVA,
she borrowed money from the moneylender at 20%
interest a month in order to pay back ACLEPA. she
stil owes $50 per month,

Al the groups found that credit was a common
problem. One family said: ¥ we compare two famiies,
ohe that gets credit and one that doesn’t, the
family who gets credit is much worse off because
they are always in debt.

The World Bank and Asian Pevelopment Bank have
pushed credit and micro—credit, ironically as ‘poverty
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alleviation’. In rediity, it is about imaking it easier to
privatize land.

® N¢Os are using the local vilage chief to decide who
is credit—worthy. Poor people must join a group in
order to obtan credit from ACLEPA, (or other
NF0s). Other grovp members then becauvse responsible
(ike a co-signer) for the repayment of the debt of
other members. Cavses increased poverty and strife in
the vilage.
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